self-immolation, will not be harsh with them,
seeing Pelagia and Domnina, two suicides,
were canonized for their purity and piety.
When a Japanese Virginia saw her chastity
menaced, she did not wait for her father's
dagger. Her own weapon lay always in her
bosom. It was a disgrace to her not to
know the proper way in which she had to
perpetrate self-destruction. For example,
little as she was taught in anatomy, she must
know the exact spot to cut in her throat:
she must know how to tie her lower limbs
together with a belt so that, whatever the
agonies of death might be, her corpse be
found in utmost modesty with the limbs
properly composed. Is not a caution like
this worthy of the Christian Perpetua or the
Vestal Cornelia ? I would not put such an
abrupt interrogation, were it not for a
misconception, based on our bathing customs
and other trifles, that chastity is unknown
among us.* On the contrary, chastity was
a pre-eminent virtue of the samurai woman,
held above life itself. A young woman,

* For a very sensible explanation of nudity and bathing
see Finck's Lotos Time in Japan, pp. 286-297.
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